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VINDICATION 


OF. THE 


Subſcribing Miniſters 


In Ame to the 


* 


A uthentick Account, Kc. 


k World is not ignorant of the 
ö preſent unhappy Divifons. among, 
the LONDON Aliniſters, and 
the occaſion of them. We ſhould 
have greatly rejoyc'd, if ſuch an 
open Rupture might haye been 


mT 


prevented, and the Notice of it conceal'd from 
the Publick. But ſince. our Brethren on the other 
Side have given the World Their AvTaenTiICx, 
Account, &c. We have been neceſſitated. in Juſticg 
to ourſelves to publiſh the Reaſons of our Con- 
duct, which we ſhall do in the following Or- 


L 


der.” A 2 


* 
8 | * 
| ( 4-5) \ 
, * £ 


I. 8 Rzasons for declaring ow Faith 
at this critical mme. N 
II. War in other than „ geri Words, - 
and particularly in bee Word. in d "4 
the Firff Article of the Crokcsy of Evatano,. 
and the Anſwers to the F and S Que | 
ions of the Assxubt tts Caterbifn. . | 
11. Acecvunrt for our nt Signing their, Abit, 
uit ſending diſtin& Ones of our And, 
IV. Max ſome Obſervdtions on the — 
of their Faith, and on their Reaſons for not 
Sigg Parr. 1 E e br [ 
I. . so Ns for declaring our Faith at 
this Critical Juntture: 3 | 


y event Gr is a Seaſofh ere 
ETD of the Ever-blefled Treaty; - 

eſoecially the Gopueap öf Our Saviour Jesvs 

Cnx1sr and of the Horx Spinix is conteſted by 

ſome and openly deny d by others. 
So us of Us had hut zoo vo 2 uf Ground to fol 

pe. that'one ot mort of The e Miniſters. v 

Caſe was under our Conſideration were gone 

into theſe Errors. The People of EXO N hh 

were dillatisfy'd with them, and were erpect- 

ing bur Abvict, dere . they couſd have bur 

Itxtle to any chat foufd come from Theſe, ll - 

WHO av not ff make a Peclaratibn of their 

on Fab in eins great Doctrine. | 
I could nor bs obtain'd in one of our firſt 

Meetings, That there ſhould be am Dectaka- 

TION in erted in the Advices to be ſent! down to 

them. The Loſs of this Queſtion, caus'd a great 

Noife in this Crry, gave great Untaſinefs to the 

Wind of many ſe rious People, made ſome with- 

een ou, 


et 


* 


(53) 


ent- Doom, of Arian Principles, to triumph as if 


the Day were their own; and as if the Major 
Part of the Loxnpon Mjnifters did favour their 
Scheme. And even before this Time, in ſome 
of their pfinted Pamphlets * they inſinuated, 
That mary among the Diſſenters, Teachers, as well 
as People, were with them in their Sentiments 


Some Papers put forth. by thoſe of the Efabliſh- 


ed Church in Defence of the Sacred Trxinity, had 
openly charg'd the Diſfenters as being tainted 
With che contrary Errors. We had Reaſon to 


believe, that it was expected by thoſe of the 
Cbureb of d ne that we ſhould clear Our - 


ſelves of ſuch Imputations by giving ſome pub- 
* Teſtimomy of our continuing in the Common 


"IM 1 ſuch Cireumſtances we think we ſhould 


not have been faithful Stewards of the Myperies 


of Chriſt, nor have ſhewn either our Love for 
the Truth or a due Regard to our own Reputa- 
tion and Uſefulneſs, or a juſt Conmrern for the 
Preleryation of ſome, and the Satisfaction of 
others who attend on our Miniſtry, if we had 
oy — a free and open DzcLarATtION of our 
Faith. 


II. Reasons for making the DeciarartiON of 

our Firn in other than expreſsScripture Words, 
and particularly in thoſe Words contain'd in 
the fir Article of the Church of Ex6LanDd, and 
in the Anſwer to the fifth and ſixth Queſtions 
of the Aſſemblies Catechiſan. | 


4 | þ 
* 5 a 8. 1. Wa 
f . 

_ 


3 *» 
* —— 


Ieh Narrative, 5. 3, 4. See alfo Anſwer to Mr. 


wal Arguments, 


- 8 * 
tn AO terns 9 * tine rap. : _ —_—_ 
— 
1 
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- 
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EO. 
(60 
| p | n . ee ans ts hh | * a FT 375 
. Wu ere as free 47 % to on, That the 


ſacred Scriptures are the o and perfect Rule of 
Faith, and all Creed, Catechiſms,. Summaries of 
Religion, :&c. of Human Compoſure, are to be 
taken from and examin d by them, and are to be 
receivd no farther than they are found agree- 
We believe all the great Articles of Faith are 
ſo exproſꝰd in Scripture, that Perſons of Boneſt 


And ſerious Minds, who diligent read them, may 


underſtand the true Senſe and Meaning of the 
Holy Ghoft by them; and that better Words could 
not be choſen to anſwer that which was bis De- 
F THI oO 
Bor yet e cannot ſay, That He has always; 
may Uſe of the plaineſt Words, that he 17 bl 

could have done to prevent the Cavils and Eva- 
tions of Men of corrupt Minds. Doctrines are 
fo expreſsd and attended with that Light 
and Evidence there, as is ſufficient to convince 


and ſatisfy the Mind without neceſſitating Mens 


Belief, Gop having in his Wifdom ſeen fit to 
_ Room for — Tryal and Manifeſtation of 
cir Integrity and Impartinlii yyy, 
2 never — had riſen op in the Chriſtian 
urc erting the Words of Scripture to a. Senſe 
direttly Lonhoit 8 Ane c ke 1 Hhly C i 
might not then have been*ſo neceſſary to have 
made uſe of other Words in declaring Articles of 
Faith. Bat ſince the Senſe of Sctipture is Scrip- 
ture; for the better detecting and oppoſing of theſe 
Hereſies, and for the ſatisfying People how we” an- 
derſt and the Words of >cripture it has often 
been found ncceſſary to make uſe of other Ex- 
preſſions : Becauſe that barely to repeat the, 
[Fords of Scripture, is not to explain the Senſe of 
them, or to ſatisfy Qchers, how we unJeritand 
[| em. | | 2301 17 ALL 


* 7 


„Ax, who. bare the Name of Chriftiads - | 
Fe 


' Interp: 
Perſo 


Articles. And if they truly expreſs bis Senſe, 
tho the Words are not of Divine Iuſpiratios 
(nor indeed are the Vordi of any Seripture Trau- 
ation ſo) yet the Doctrine contained iu chem, 
is, and the contrary to ic muſt be accounted 
dangerous Erro... „„ 
Ir will be allowed poſſible for w/c-and good 
Men to expreſs theſe: Articles of Faith wich ſo 
much Clearneſ and Plaianeſs, as that others may 
not be able to do it wore to theit purticular Sa- 
ti ſaction in Words of their own bfg: And in 
ſuch a Caſe, what ſhould hinder their ſubſcribing 
them 4 freely as if they, thenſelyes had ig. 4 
ney frames them? LA 1 
Ad it deſerves Confideration, That thoſe: | 
who are ſo fri& for declaring their Faith only. in I 
Scripture Terms, are forward enough, and find it | 
weceſſary at other Times to make uſe of dieren 
8 Expreſſions 


6 


| Expreflions, 
Scheme that (as we coneeive) 
ll nor Senſe any Foundation in the Scriptur 

Shich cannot but give to Many, Ground of S. 


| | and becoming Part both as Chriſtians and 
Kers, who freely declare to V Been wh 


_ 


| for the following Regſons. 


(8) 


ben they endeavour to propurate 
has Propign "a 


es; 


fieses chat cheir Plea in this Cafe js uled a8. 2 


Means to cover their real limes at a Seafon 
When they find it not ſo convenient hep £0 


dun chem. We think -Zbey act the moſt 


their real Sentiments are in theſe © great 
upon their defiring ic of them in an hath, a 
veſpe#ful-manner © It ſeems ftrange to us, tha 
an) withour being deſir d, Hiogld"'in ſame Comp 5 
nies be wery free in expreſſing their Sie | 
theſe Matters; and yet live in BR - 
and be always upon the Reſerve with thoſe b 
_ moſh en to know. U 2 e 
n G 22 3 
$- 2. Ny 58. et to e 0 "Thi i 
of our Faith in the Words of the f, Article of 
the Oburch f Ex6r an and the Anſwers to the 
and ſoth Queſtions of the Aſſemblies Carebſe, 


in, 


— — 


= 54117 


* 


Tut v were drawn up by Men of great Leary- 
92 and Piety; ſome of them glorious Inftruments 
in parry old All of eee 

HRISTIANITY, | ppoſition 
Porgar. The LARATION in e 
is What we take to be intirei) agrecatile to the 
"Holy Seriptures, and to the Con {ſons of alt. the 
Reformed Churches. 
W are oblig'd to ſubſcribe the Artic 25 the 


Condition of dur enjoy ing the Benefit by Ys le TTL ; 
Toleration; and-rherefore Were willing co fits 
The GovennnenT, that as we did not prevricate 


isfy 
in 


(a) 


in our firſt Mei — we 22 ef 
the ſame Mind. O43 114 143124" 
Tas Anſwers. to the Dene, — the | 
— ſame Doctrine, and almoſt in the ſam# 
Words. They have! been lock d upon as a 
Teſtimony of our Agreement with the Efab/iſb- 
e Cbareb, and with the Reſt of the Reformed 
bar ches in chis grand Article; and they are what 
vur People are bet. acquainted ———— whieh-we _ 
-ofually:ceach; and ———— and their 
Chilgren; and choreſore are doubtie ſs moſt likely 
to give them Satisfaction concerning che Sum- 
we. Of dur Palth. And becauſe an Usiformity as 
to Mordi in our Declaration, muſt have its — 
end Advantages; We had Reaſon to hope, theſe 
would be as' uneiceprioneble as any, and that ve 
Mould ore oafily come into an Agreement about 
them, than in any ochers weicould have fix d up- 
an, tho! draun up by: Ouyelves: Beſides, ur 
anew: ck 6 foot of cur own ures, as ti 
ſubſtitute chem in the Room of others, N 
ww been enen and do fog appror d. 


| RO arals : 

11. RA ter not Sing the Af 
the Bretbren on t other Side, but A W. 

ſtindt Onei of. dur O. Behne 


Ia Wa evniſfihese: obſerve See, Tate 
were prevented rom concurring wich chem in 
conſidering and paſſing their Advices during che 
time we were Signing our Declaration, which we 
thought Ourſelves oblig'd to, as the that 
ought to be taken. Some Meſſages paſe'd, in one 
of which we figniſy'd! our Readineſs to rn 
to them after we had+finifh'd the important A 
Fair we were about; but they in chis Interval 
| MO Ine ſome of them, aud afterwards 
B 8 d 
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"Alteration in thoſe which they had paſs d. And 


* ; 


"Gghify'd their Relation not. to admit of any 


granting we had deliberated with them, if up- 
n Debate all theſe Advices muſt have paſe d 2 
there; they ſtand, we could not with Satisfaction 
-of Mind have ſet our Hands to them; 

As to the Preliminary Clauſes, they are as they 
were ſent down from the Committee of the Three 
Denmominat ions, and were owing to ſome of the 

Brerbren on our Side. So far are we from fram- 
ing Objections againſt them, that we had good 
Right to make — them as our Own. 
As to the Apnvices,' We take ſeveral of them 
to be too general and obſcure; not ſufficiently ac- 
commodated to the Caſe of thoſe for whom they 
were primarily and eſpecialiy deſign d. They ſeem 
to carry too viſible a Partiality in Favour of thoſe 
hom wwe think to have given juf Ground of Diſ- 
:content. The People: are very ſtrictly yd up, 
but their Miniſters are not advis d to be fo free 
and open in declaring their Faith, and in giving 
that. Stisfa#ionto' their People, which we think 
the Duty of their Office, and what the mutual 
Peace and Comfart of thoſe i in ſuch: a Relation 
does require. 
Ir is inſiſted an(Ghotit be only inthe Caſe of | 
ſeeking Advice with Relation to Miniſters that 
are no farther:Charg'd: than with -2' Suſpicion of 
holding falle Doctrine) that ſuch Evidence. be 
-produc'd as is requit'd in Courts of Fudicature. 
Now, if there muſt be To or more Witneſſes to 
_ the ſame Matter of Fact on which ſuch a Suſpicion 
is grounded it may not be poſſible in ſome Inſtances 
to produce it. For Attempts may be made to 
corrupt ſeveral ſingle Perſons one after another. 
. Muſt#thefe ſingle: Perſons remain under their 
2 „ and be oblig d to attend ſuch a 
HY wh | [Miniſtry 


/ 
F 


GE) 


Mr for want of two Witmeſſ#? And even 7:4 


in ſuch à Caſe where they can de produc, it 
may not be always proper or ſafe to do it. Let 
it be alſo confider'd that a Man ſuſpected of dan- 
gerous Error; if he be not realy Guilty, can if he 

pleaſes eaſily clear himſelf, whereas this is not 


always in the Power of Perſons charged wich 


Crimes of a Civil Nature. If therefore Ap- 
lication be fr made to the Perſon ſuſpected 
y him that is diſſatify d and he refuſe to clear 

himſelf, we ſee no Reaſon why others may not 

hear What that ſingle Perſon has to ſay, and 
give their Ad vice upon it. , | | 

lx their fourth Rule or Head of Advice, They 

judge that a Perſon is ben on to be cenſur'd, as 


not holding the Faith neceffary to Salvation, 


when it appears that be contradidts or refuſes to 
own the plain a ND ExXPRESSDECLARATIONS 
or Hory SCRIPTURE is what is there made 
neceſſary to be believ d and in Matters there ſolely re- 
vealed. From hence it ſeems, that in Points 
that are not of ſole Revelation tho' neceſſary to 
Salvation, Perſons may contradif#, or refuſe to 
own the plain and expreſs Declarations of Scrip- 
ture about them, without being liable to Cenſwre, 
and what the Conſequence of this will be let e- 
very one judge. We muſſt again obſerve that when 
there is a Diſſatisfaction given it is reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe that it did not ariſe from the bare men- 
tioning of the Fords of Scripture, but from a- 
falſe Interpretation of them, and the advancing 
of Notions Which the Perſon apprehended to be 
contrary to their plain Senſe; and yet according 
to this Rule if the accuſed Party do's but adhere 
to the Word. of Scripture, tho he ſhall refuſe to 
acquaint you how he underſtondi them and will 
not retract the Notions that gave Offence, - he 
22 B 2 muſt 


* i 


muſt not be renſur': or condemned. At this Rate 


a Man may privately or publickly propagate 
hit erroneous — he pleaſes, and if dal - 
led, ; o give an Account of his Faith, he may 
eſuſe to give chat Account in any other than 
Seriptare, Phroſes, and if he do, it muſt notwith- 
anding be reckom d 'ſatisfattory and he be free 
of all Cenſore. H une yo e:mi 3) 
Vs know not what they mean by Human De- 


 %ifiaps' but this: we can bude, that Perſons tho de- 


e ee de 1 in Matters of we 
may yet judge fowre. Propoſitions. contained . 
Words of their — 2 8 Mind of 
CoD a, truly as if. detiver'd in ' Scripture Terms ; 
and then to reject ſuch Propeſitions is not merely 
to tęject a Human Form but to reject Divine 
Truth. The Scripture in theſe great Articles 
mult, have a deserminate Senſe not various, much 

ls contradiffory; If People ſhall, deny What up- 
on the rente Gramm, I am bound to believe 


: 8 determinate Senſe of the Holy Ghoſt, 
tho 


they ſtill make uſe of the Words of. Scrip- 
ture, I cannot but conclude them to have re- 
nome d the Faich; and if my declaring this be 
called a cenſuring and cendemning them 1 can- 
not help ic: Fon ſp long as they ſhall hold cheſe 
Words at a contra dictory Senſe, it 15 certain they or 


IJ muſt be in a dangerous Error; and whilſt upon 


the feremention d Grounds, I am fully perſwaded 
of my deing in che Right, I cannot ſorbear con · 
Wa cannot but Remark that our, Bret hren in 
their ſecond Rule ſpeak eny of Perſons charged 
wich dot bolding,the: Chriſtian Faith, ot propaga-. 
ting Opinions intonſiſtent with it, but when, 
tde / ch me in tbit Rule (viz. the fourth) to give 


Advice abour a publik Hearing and Conſure,, 


_ they 


_ * . 
_ they-confine themſelves. to the Caſe of th 
who do not hold the Faith neceſſary to Salvari 
Here we inquire Whether no Doctrines are 't9 
be allow'd Articles of Faith but ſuch as the 2 
and expreſs Declarations of Setipture make neceſ- 
ſor) to be believ d to Salvation? May we not 
e . fully ſatisfy d there are [ome Doctrines of great 
Importance and Influence in Religion, and like- 
wile ſome Errors, of a dangerous Tendency and 
et we will not venture to fay that either the 
lief ofthe one is abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation 
or the holding of the other certainly deſtruſtive, 
And yet in this Cafe may not. they wy exp"oy 
dem the one or hold the other be cenſur'd 2s 
hoſe who do nor hold intire Chriftian Fah 
but maintain Opinions that are inconſiftens 
I jet Conſequences of Scripture be not allo 
ed of in Learning eArtides of Faith then 6:9 
Sadduces were innocent in not believing the 
Doctrine of the RrsUnREC Trion When our Sa- 
vioun only prov'd it by a Deduction of Con- 
ſequences from God's being called the Gon, of 
p cry &c. - Was not this an Article of Faith 
in the Fewiſh Church when they had no mare, 
of the Divine Revelation than what was con- 
rained in the Writing of Moſes? How can we. 
by any other than Scripture - Conſequences prove: 
that, Womens Right to the Lord : Supper, and the 
Obſervation. of the Cbriſfian Sabbath, '&0o. arg 
Matters of Faith? Where in Scripture are theſe 
commanded in ſo many expreſs Word:? And yet. 
if they have not a Foundation there, they can't 
be ſaid. to be of Divine Iuſtitutiam but are only. 
the mere Inventions. of Men. 1 
In their fftb Rule, they adviſe that, all bs, 
glu d by common conſent to ſupport their own Senſe 
- 25 0 


0 


3 ; 8 \ 
( i ) 
4 a W248 


F Wees a Ae 
of Seriptare upon proper Occaſions ,with Reaſoni 4 
appear to them convincing, but they do not_ac- 
quaint us what way this is to be done, whether 
only in Privete Converſation, Writing or Printing 
we would knqw whether they allow it 2 
. Gone alfo in the Pulpit; For if this laſt be 
granted, then both Trinitarians and Antitrinita- 
nan muſt be permitted by common Conſent to 
preach one for another and to give their diffe- 
rent and even contradifory Interpretations tho it 
be in Matters of the greateſt Conſequence, provi- 
ded it be done with Sobriety and Charity, and who 
does not ſee the Tendency this muſt have to 
confound the Minds of People and to run them 
to ſuch wncertainties as at length they ſhall 
not know what chey are to believe? 
Wi are ata Loſs to know what they mean by 
the following obſcure Clauſe in their Advices 
to a plain People | We defire to ſecure the Evidence 
ariſing from Scripture Conſequences. | But when 
| they add, That no Man ſhould be charg'd with hold- 
ing thoſe Conſequences of bis Opinion which he ex- 
preſly diſclaims ; we obſerve, That tho' we ſhould: 
xe always very tender and [paring of Mens Perſons, 
yet this ought not to bar us f 


80 om Judging free- 

3 of the Doctrines and Opinions they hold, and 
- the dangerous Conſequences that follow upon them. 
We need not upon the Account of their diſclaim- 
ing them, decline, for that Reaſon, to. repreſent 
them in their true Colours ; and their not ſeeing 
theſe Conſequences, does not alter their Nature 
and Influence, nor leave Men holly excus d. 
Beſides, the ſetting theſe in a clear and proper 
Light, is one Means to convince them, and bring 
them to diſclaim the Poctrines from whence 


” 


they flow, | 
Vi 


| with them for good Men, (tho they err never fo 


(15); 

- 'W x. ſhall only obſerve. upon the laſt Clauſe 
of the Heth Rule, That they ſeem to make 15 
Diſßindtion at all between Perſons that are Sound 
in the Faith, and thoſe that are at ſo. They 
leave no Power in a Chriſtian Church to cenſure 
and diſcown an unſound Member; nor think it 
Matter of Blame in another Church, if they ſhall 
receive: him, tho” he give no Sign: of Repen- 
tance ; but continue ob ſt nate in his Error: B 
this Means they abandon 4 Diſcipline in the 
Church, ſo far as it relates to the Sin of Hereſy, * 
Ix their Seventh Rule, They adviſe to inſiſt 
moſt upon thoſe Things in which Chriſtians are 
generally agreed. 808 ien : 
Ir this be deſign'd to reſtrain Men from in 
feſting much upon the Doctrine of the Tu in 
Oppoſition to the new Scheme, we don't | ſee it 
is ſo. fram'd as to reach its End. For notwith- 
ſtanding the ſuppos d Increaſe of thoſe in that 
Error, it may be ſaid, that Cbriſtians ſtill are ge- 
nerally agreed in the contrary Scbeme. If this be a 
ood Rule of Advice, and the Antitrinitarians 
ollow'd it, we ſhould have heard lirle of their 

As to what they add, of infifting more ſpa- 
ringly, and with great Modeſty, and Charity on 
thoſe,.in which good Men do, of may differ, it 
is difficult for us to know, hom they mean b 
good Men. For if their Charity be ſo extenſ we, 
that all Perſons who are but of ſober Life, and 
do but own the bare Words of Scripture, . 


- 


groſsly in the Interpretation of them) we, mult 
inſiſt very ſparingly, on moſt: of the great Truths 
of the Goſpel, For good Men, according to this 
Notion of em, have differ'd about theſe Things ; 
SW” | anc 
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und how much faber they may Ader, who yi 
can tell? Certainly, the Nature: And 
of particular Dectrines, the Smeſi the 
liy upon them, are fiter to give . Direction 
what cbrfy to inſilt on, than the dient Se. 
nent, of thoſe we may Wr a mod 
Men, or who are really ſo. 
rr the Names of hoſe. who dee ches 
Hands to theſc Aivices, they add, There 
Several of out Brethren — wich us iis 
© hoſe Advices, who deſire we would qigrify ſo 
Sch to the Harl, tho" they have not here 
* Jubſoribed their Names. 20301 e100) noc Un. 
Wo theſe are, we are not very curious to in · 
ire; and leave fit to otliers to ronjrche, why 
elitir Names have been conzeal'd ;; but ſince they 
tliemſelves lia vo mot can Fr, to publiſh chem, nar 


their Bretbres to do it ſor them, iris hum | 
a8/odd 9 and we eee 
Faden 1 27 AN \ 
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"Ws 0 Mall f bre e e leaet | 
ieious tO ehe of - chat as they ſee 
iu and content ourſelvesin making the folz 


| B's Obſervations wpon their Den re 
is expreſs d in cheſe Words: BS by 


"4 We fri declate, That we * dloun 
0 the «Arian Doltrine, and ſmeerely helieve this 
Doctrine of the Blefſed Tries, and the proper 
* © Divinity of our Lord Jssvs'Cudis 7, * 

we 


— - 


425. 


2 in 3 8 Holy 


Es 


. A.. 


claration; 


Gill 450 Joh the 12 


Signs upon finding 
rs ANG 4-6} to be known by the «4 2 
* 10 een 
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1 1 are gone 


They leave. 13 
hey: mean by, Trigity, 


 ofwhbich is än am- 
jr Fi me £ EE there may he-2 
He, 0 Dow 4 yery firs Al 


. f ihe Deen of of Go a ig of hs How in * pI 
at bein oͤmitted, which we wender at. 
Bux leſt they ſhould: baye gone #0, far, they 

® by; W eee — ee 9 


2 See the Lyrrer that went with thoſe Advices, | 


(18) 
t leaſt) read what they before elan. For 
- they hate thought it di —_— them 'to take 
Notice that the Words Tyinity and {1-4 Divinity, 
are buen. Upon this, * muſt follow, That 
if any ſhall not think fit ſo-much a8 to own a 
Trinity, andthe proper Divinity of our Lord Feſus 
Chrif, they muſt not, according to their Rules, 
be cenſur d by them. "If we un bend this De- 
claration as explaim d by this RE Note, it 
can amount to no more than this 3 
tho they apprebend the Trinity, and . 
vinity of our Lord Feſus Chriſt to be clear Nel 
in the Holy Scriptures; yet what their Faith is con- 
cerning theſe; muſt not be learn'd from the 
Wards, and then this is ſaying thing at all by 
_ thoſe Words; For who can tell by this What 
their real Faith is. 
. + Warn they add. But are far 9985 oh. 
demning any who appear to be with us in the 
* Main, tho they ſhould chuſe not to declare 
A themſelves i in other than Scripture Terms or 
not in ours”. We are at a loſs to know what 
. they reckon the Main of this Doctrine. Whether 
they think Men may differ about the Unity of the 
Divine Nature and the Equality of the Son and 
Holy Spirit with the Father in Power and Glo. 
ry: Or whether ſome may aſſert only a Tri- 
nity of Names, and others a feal Trinity of Gop's, 
One Supreme and two lubortinne, and yer all 
agree in the Main? 

"Howevzx this is plain, there 1 ſomething 
which var Brethren eſteem the Main, and they 
are to judge when Others appear to be with them 
in this Main. Tho' they ſhould declare in 
Seripture Terms or in Words of their own. Yet 
it they do not appear to be with our Brethren 
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in the Main, i its then ſuppos d 21 will be liable 
to Cenſure and Condemnation. 


OsskxvATIoxs abu their Reaſons for not 
16464 ning a Declaration. * 
"Mind RB we think — to > give their Reaſons 
at length in their own Words and as we go 


NT to make ſome Obſervations upon them. 
py an Preamble i is thus, hs 


l „ene! 6 

if Ta HE many Miſtakes ſpread abroad con- 
4 „ cerning this Matter, and the Prejudices which 

ve ſind ſome have endeavoured to fix in Peo- 
6 - ples Minds againſt us, and the 1 Uſe which 

- the Enemies of our common Intereſt are endea- 

© vouring to make of our not Subſcribing on the 
2 Occaſion mention d, lay a Neceſſity upon us, 

© togivethe World the Reaſons we our Conduct; 
4 et Wen are as follow, 


| -OnsBRVATION. * 


Th this Preambli it is faid that ſome have en- 
deavoured to fix Prejudices in Peoples Minds, 
c. Theſe ſome bring plainly diſtinguiſhed, 
from the People, the Charge muſt reſt upon the 
Miniſters. A Charge they do not deſerve, bu 
10 our Brethren know of _- that 5 * of 

ng- unjuſt Prejudices, and upon a brotherly A 
— had not receivꝰd 2 dnable Satisfa- 
tion, they ſhould have mentioned poems by Name, 
Such general Infinuations only to tend to * 
ene yy as much ſuſpected as the guilty. . 


£2 The 
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WW nd not-ſabſeribe the 'Papr offered us, 

© becauſe our doing it then, would have been a 
Deren | Breech of Order Inids o 34211 

8 >. 115111 25 110 M1. 122 

m C The Caſs — — 03500! 

© Ox Febraary 19,.1718«19; the Body of Wis: 

8 dea Diſſenting Miniſters in, and about, Lon- 

« don, were called together; to conlider of * 
Paper, containing Adwizer for promoting: Peate 

5 &c. Which Paper was recominented-ro them 

* by their Committee of Three Denonamat ions.) and 

thetreupon; in a'very.: numerous of 

© Miniſters, it was voted and reſolved, co pro- 


ceed in conſidering it Par ra 
c and this without any TONES 


* derable Appearance of Hands —— — 
© On February 24, was a ſerond 43a" * 
which Tire the 8 of all preſent were 
2 „ fer down, and. then called over one by one; 
each Denomination being ts approve or diſap- 
© prove of ſuch as ; were .ceputed to belong to 
7 them; and Exceptions were allow'd'to' be made 

© agaialt. any, whoſe Preſence with us might 

be objected to. Aſtet this, Matters wete de; 
7 * bated for ſeveral Hours, and at laſt;:a'.Ozefi- 
© on Was agreed to be put, for the Deciſion of 
© which. a Diviſion was found neceſſary; and 
1 * then it was carried by the Majd#ity; 0 4 

* Declaration concerning the Trinity ſpoald not be in- 

© ſerted in the Paper f Advice. But, notwith- 
1 _ ſanding theſe Reſolutions, ſeveral of our Bre- 

* thren, at a Meeting on the 3d of March, re. 


* newed 


c 


in all Societies ande to 
2 tian of this Rule we muſt impute whatever 


— 


61) 


06468. £ Debate tb the fins" Pürpoſe with 


Achat, which before" was agreet ſhould be [aid 
cl. 2 un we kad gone . the Advites ;, 
&'arid would not acyuieſce 'in'the- Determinati-, 


ons of a tale, een In the Merhod of Pro- 
© ceeding. 


Inftead of this, they withdrew from 
© our Aſſembly, and went by themſebves, to ſub- 


© ſcribe their Names to a certain Roll f Pa 


© wherein wascontan'd (as we were told)  ® 
© firſt Article of the Church of Evgland,and the Fth 
Sand sth Asper in the Afernbliy's Catechiſm. 
Turs Management, we couſd not but = 
©terpret, as having a direct Tendency to over- 
©throw che Great Rile neceMMity! to be'obſerved 
prevenc their be- 

gary and inſignificant: And to 2 Viola- 


ing tumul 


k then happened that was Jiſorderly. We: alfo 

©.}66k'd- upon this as tending to prevent our fu- 
© yore Aſſenbling in a Unired Body of the Three 
© Denominitjons; which yet we'take'to be uſeful, 


A for preſerving (yen Friendſbip among us, 


Sand ſometimès here ſſary for our common Intereſt. 
© Ws took it to be yet. a further Breach, of 
9 


Order; That, after — Brethren thew'd they 
Were reſolved to act contrary to che former 


Agreement of the Majority, they would not 
dio much as allow us the proper 5 Queſtion 
could de pur, Whether we 57 proceed, or 


8 . — Before any other Matter was en- 
yo eo that hich ea carried the Breach of Or- 


. aer to ſuch ab as to make an unhappy 
— . Was, heir withdrawing and lab. 
. e ane mention d. 


ethren being thus ſepatated from 


4 ue, beg che Cedar in the" Chair, and 


SY * 4 


us 


(22) 
dus to act as we KY fit; we 
6 With our Advices. AUG A 
* Accounting ourſelves proper ody, at 
c Bot thinking ourſelves, at all concerned with. 


hat our Brethren were. ae out of FMG's 
e and ee 


. 
* 


* 
- 


% 10 Df fb 5 5 32 
„rv Tln. 1 
"Th Dy Pars of this (Account We are FIDE 
„There Ge ſome Ni. ſrepreſentation of Fact. 
e did not ſo much as attempt to get the ſame 
7 cd to the Vote (as is here inſinuated) 
ch Was loſt, e Week 9 That Queſti- 
N 24th, Q February, Ba. Father, © there 
Mond be . any Declaration aith in the 
B Trinity Wines! in ſome Part of _— eAd- 
vices... The Queſtion which at our:«Aeeting on 
the za of March we endeavour d to have put, 
Was, Whether we ſhould make a Declaration 
8 Bind? from the eAdvices, and AN bw Relation 
d a . an own ene n, — the 
z4ion, of People. We thought this neceſſary, 
ache no ſuch 3 had been paſsd, and ſent 
to the Exeter! . 


e n 5 5 e art 
are to f me urpoſe with that, w 
before was EE 28 laid aſide till aue had gone 


through the Advices. This n 5, as if on Fbrua- 
nn the 24th it was agreed to make a Declaration 
of Faith after we had gone through the eAdvices, 
whereas no ſuch eAgreement was made, nor was 
it fo much as put to the Vote. And the them- 
ſelves own, that it was carry'd by a Majority; 
That no Declaration ſhould be inſerted in the 
Paper of eAdvices. Much was ſaid by ſome ot 
them againſt ay Declaration at all, ſeeing they 
ba auß y Aduices for Pegce, and not e Matters of 
Poctrinę 


7 * 4 has 
ne befc chem, ind even on ch 
| 2 1 proceed: agal inſt 21 18 


ton whätte | uh 
Tir this Ae. aht . is 15 gteat Con- 
75 it Queſtion. 
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A red In 4 forme Sing 12 Debate 
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fird to 72 below; * and- pes that, 45 ap ainft it th ho 
zo 9 W tes, he 1 55 8d nt 
Ps, vs that are” for {APO 
etrning the Doctist tb. THe, 

gn 4 4% e, 75575  defired t ta come down ; 
72 e0 22 {that aft not for — are 140. 
0 ge up Uetze this Complaint, and a Demand 
of Sort 2 a a 2 Words de deli- 
e 445 ee = that he ue * the Wo * 

ECL Ax; and fle how unlike! in 9 710 

t. Was, he -ſhbt1& intend Fb thy arg s 

Kev An ſeri61 Difilatmia vin 475 115 og 
it w unanimouſly arry'd, That he had g en in- 
tire * Satis 13 1 And even Ko 155 laid the 
Charie, did upon this acknowledge, he did uſe 


the ord Declare; but when cg. to them a- 
Balg, he omitted it: And upon this, an Ord 
paſs d, That for the future no Perſon be cenſur d R- 
fore be be call'd to explain himſelf. 


StNcE it appears from what thus paſs'd, that 
our Brethren did not immediately 2 to read the 
Advices, but in order to wipe off what they com- 


plain d of as an Aſperſion pn em, did themſel _ 
les 
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Mee; it rea 2 ay from the foremea- 


toned | 10 rea ſon. to except 
an 0rd us as d it, by 95 oe 
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_Anuv; whereas they impute whatever then 
happen'd diſorderly to a Violation of this Rule, we 
hope they. do not mean by it to include al the 
tumultuary Indecencies of that Day, ſince it is no- 
torjous that much of the Meat and Violence which 


e enen, neg 7 1; in, 
The who fig 4 the Declaration at that 
Time were Sixty ; Thoſe who ſtaid behind; 
40qroing to the beſt Account that could be ta- 
ken of them, were about Fifi. We leave the 
World to judge, (as thinking it not worth our 
while to contend) who ought to have the Repu- 
tation of bearing the Name of theBopDy. _ 
Ix way be farther obſery'd, that what they 
call Breach of Order, was not the only. or princi- 
pal Reaſon of their declining dur Declaration. 
Some of them openly prozeſted againſt any De- 
claration whatſoever ;, none of them expreſly pros, 
mis d to join with us in this, tho we had pro= 
ceeded with them in the Advices; and even 
fince the Separation they might, if they plead, 
have made it Fs the ſame Words with us, after 
the _feniſhing © their Advices. 8 Ferne k 


, "I Reas0s Han 
WI could not fall in with the Subſcripti- 
© on propos d, . becauſe we obſerved that the 
| © infiſting upon it at that Time, was, to delay 
© our conſidering the Paper of Advices before 
us, and if it might be, to ſet it wholly. afide. 
© Some were ſo free as to niake open Acknow- 
© ledgment of this: And this we thought a very 
good Reaſon why we could not go about Sub- 
. © {cribing wg the Advices we were ſ\ummon'd 
* to — uo did not (as we. apprehended) 
© deferve to be in ſuch 2 manner rejeaed, bu 
rr nn were 


6126) 


ere every Way worthy of hs Cahſdefation 
1 © f yok gt 2 yay of Chriſtian wr We we 8 


6 exceedingl y p pleaſed With the at and n0- 
© ble End 


> Dix, 4 fink of Peace 
© aud Charity amg Chriſtians, ; Þ— 5 which, 
© fad we metry: r We cbulll N 
© tains, (1 Cor. X111, 2.) we Id "be not hi 
And we thought the en Ae as, whi 
we had heard read once and; again, mig 
ps. be made "ry — 7 ke Rx) "fag nd 
, it propoſed, and at to, t 
Io Dr . gs . n 


4% ws 7 
_ Os vu bre 9 10 


55 * eatitigr be allow'd 2 Reaſon for their he. 

| clitiing | our Declaration, that the 'Subſcribin; 
of i would haye Ala d the Advices; for 1 
they Hack been free to came into it, we ha 
ut\inimouſly and immediately concurr d with 
them W to the Advices, and ſo 
evented that length of T ime, thar was 

kalen up in debating this Matter 
Ts Deciataffon e judg d neceſſary to give 
them the greater Might with thofe for how 
they were chrefly | defi ned. How can that 
Which manife fily conduc'd to this. good Eud, be 
erly call 'd 2 delaying the *Confideration of 
them, or a Deſign to fer them hotly affde? And. 
— they ſay tttat ſome were % free as to 
make open Acknotuleigment of this” Deſign, we. 
own” there was one of the Brethren declar d a- 
gainſt that Papet; ©bur"if-chofe. ön theapther 


Jide had ebonght fer to ſubſcribe the Declarati- 


on, he and his Hreltren ha Lor gone 


aleng with them in confid: ng of 4dvices. © 
I the pre finifhing 1 5 was of that 


Iniportentes hat eſt &not'ſpare an * or 
wo 


697 


hey adjourr the farther Conſideration of Ad- 
-vices for a u HE togethlen ? 
W ons wares wm pn can with 
C every Thing th wicker for Ponce; 5 
— ve are for ſuch à Peace as is confiftent 
with aſlafonable Declaration of eur Faith, and 
that neceſſam) Concern we dughie alu, to have, 
For-the-Preſerwution of Trath. Tis wellhnôwn 
chat the payiieular Truth conteſted at this Day, 
eſpecially! at. Exeter, is the Deity of the SON 
and HolYGuosr. How theſe Advices are 
adapted 26 preſerve and promote this eat 
Truth after the Declaration was Err e 
L we cnnnot fee.” r O! 92) © | 
Nan © $139 1 D336 7 203 F ; 9 © 
#115) 140” YA III . On 03.393 
lin 3 Mundi not ray Pa to ary be- 
— we thought 10 _ Re were 
offered, for dur ſubſcribing. * 1 
W were preſt to it, that we might A, 
* n from the Suſpicions of Arianiſm. But, 
as we knew no juſt Ground of Suſpicion, 
„much Jeſs of any Charge againſt us, we 
thought it would ill become us ſo fat to in- 
< dulge” an uneaſonable eulen, as ro take a 
* Step of this Nature for removing it; eſpeci- 
ally fince doing ſo would have been inconſi- 
X s dene with our of the Advices which we thought 
© neceffary to be given, and which was found- 
ed upon an Apoſtolical Rule. And we fee no 
End of ſuch Jealoufies: For, if we may be 
fuſpected of Arianiſin without having taught 
any Thing like it, and tho we have taken 
all proper Occaſions to offer our Reaſons a- 
gainſt it, and that not only from the Pulpit 
* bar fore of us from the Preſs; We ſay, if we 


"_ 


2 * mult 


Tus for ligning that Doclaratieb; how! could 


. 


sh 


© muſt be ſuſpected, merely becauſe we would 
| © not-ſubſcribe what our Brethren would have 
© us ; why may we not be ſuſpected of Aype- 
* criſy aſter we have done it? And then paſs 
in the World for Arians, and Cheats into the 
Bargain. We never yet thought Jealouſ) and 
© Suſpicion to he ſuch-good-natured Things as 

* to be ſatisfhed-with a few: G.od rd.. 
Ir was alſo urged, That to ſubſcribe as 
they would have us, would give 2: greater 
* Weight to our Advices, in Caſe we ſhauld fend 
them to Exeter. On the contrary we could not 
but think, that tho'- they might be regarded 
by One Party, becayſe they would interpret 
© what we did, ſo as to juſtiſie their own Con- 
duct; yet they could be taken by the other 
© {ide in no other Senſe, but making ourſelves 
n Party againſt them, which we thought would 
no Way ſuit with Advices intended to make 
© Peace, as well as to ſecure Truth, And we 
had Ground to hope that our Advices would 
be received by all impartial Mien on Account 
 F* of what was contain d in them, as far as they 
carried Reaſon. and Evidence along with 
* them. (Mo mas Aide 82435 IEEE, 9 
L - .*:T tre was another Thing offered, That 
| if we ſubſcribed it would prevent the ſpread- 
=_ ing of Erroneaus Opinions amongſt Thoſe whom 
our Names might be ſuppoſed to Influence : 
| + whereas if we refuſed, They might be in 
= Danger from a wrong Apprebenſion of our Sen- 
timents. But we could not think ourſelves 
+ anſwerable for any Arguments drawn by o- 

+ thers. fram groundleſs Suſpicions concernin 
us; nor that thoſe Suſpicions were a raft 
. © Reaſon for aur coming into ſuch a Subſcrip- 
ion: We thought we had ſufficiently —_ 

ere 8 4 2 
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ed againſt them in the C 
's Miniſtrations';” And we are 
ed, that a Faith built 


a vain Thiag in ive, We think ourſelves 


* obliged often to inculcate this Principle 
on our Hearers, That they ought nor to 
form their Judgment in Matters neceſſary to 


lick 
Re 


Salvation, by the private Sentiments'of heir 
«. Minifters,any: farther than they are ſu; 
« by:the-Hord/of God” © And: we aſſire our 


ſelves that a tender and ſcrupulous Regard 
lor the Wird of God alone, will never be 
thought either dangerous, or rr 
«the Boch of Proteſtant Diſſenterz. oo 
26 n 1 v1 ?0 . ILY 123.34; 1 = * 
dee e e - TFT TER 
Tuo few, if am, do care to on the 
5 Arianiſm, yet it is notorious 
triner ha ve een and are induſtriouſly 


ſpread a- 


ans have not Been ſhiy in fighifying; both in 
Print and Converſation, as Matter — 
ment and Glan, That their | Notions which 
have been condemned and run doum ' as Error, 
Hereſy, and B to ſerious and j 
ciom Inquirers, both in the eſtabliſh'd; Church aud 


- appeared to hæue tbe Evidence of Truth'*: And 
we could not but fear ſome; in City' and Country, 
had given ros much ground for ſuch a'Significa- 
tion: We therefore thought it b:gh/y reaſonable. 
and even neceſſary by an open — voluntary De- 
claration, to wipe off an Imputation we could 
not be eaſy under, and prevent all. W of 
this kind for the future. 
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upon our Authority is 


nw 


mong us. And ſince the avowed Antitrinitart- 


among the Diſſenters, Teachers aud People, have 
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r tig, advance ſuch Notionsas cenrrddici 
tbe Dactrine they have formetiy abſcribed, io- 


Were not. 


is a proper to mabe Error fall before it, 


giving general Satisfaction, not only to their 


Opportunity of hrariug them preach, at leaſt 
| hen they are upon eheſe Subjeir. 3 if +0601} 


(OT) + 
WE think dur ) Hearers candy {haves letter 
Grounds;!igndi'be in a bertar Capacity to juilge 
of our Confeſſions of: Farth :thatriof our Gncerity, 


and it cancerut them 3 be: Hatiafy d of the 


em than ef The orber. ' To cfuppole that any 
Gonld be ſuſpedted of Fiypocriſy aud paſs for 


Ghears as well as Ariaur, after 4 Subſcription in 


ſuch cſear aud fil Words as nonaſt Arian will 
fabſcribe; is tongive wal ne that wnreaſangbte 
| Jealoſy-in Themſelves Which wiiey condemd it 


mars} wnolyqy) bo; bow 5 36d 2odet ? 
2 Tx Sabferibers:haveinp fear df this. On 
che contraty they find they: could: not have ta- 


ken a more effetival way to demdve Mens {pi 


cions, and to ſatisfy every one of the 7 of 
their Faith. Af dndeed any fall in Preaching 


thers cannot help thinking, that either they 
in the fenen ion, or are 
8 | ſincerthar Time. rail Tut. 

tz faithful. reaching the Truth, 


changed their 
2 Wr own, 


and the Sg hope, they are aud ſhall be ds 
careful and couſciemiaus t his W as amp ori; 
yet they jadged hi Declaration, in the preſent 
Jnuudture, toche the hte and clæareſt way of 


own: Pro 


dle, but to thoſe: that may not have the 


Tus alſo tends to prevent Suſpiciant and re- 
move any rejudicei or Lueaſimſn from the Minds 
of thoſe who. are of the ſame Faith with; us, 
when at any Time they stet us come into the 
Pulpit. Theſe, if entertain d, will very much 
hinder the Acceptableueſi and Sutveſi of out Mi- 
niſtry. Ar 
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N uh ſuch 4 Titte 2e 4 % there is 


ph 1% Declaration which the "Peop le- 853 
Tang With, And are own'd” Ys 


A der 464. the 1 the Mint of. God 1 the ET 
rare 7 12 i K may preach” 
Sab let and in 0 5 edtance the wY ri 
too et by, 4 7 avoiding 957 6 cha 
ok been long ah odd of as. agreeable to the 
h Scriptures, leave their Hearers nder el 
Diffatis faction 5 
; hate no Reaſon to alter our Minds oth 
the 7 gr this Declaration of our Faith would 
givet to the Advices, in Caſe 0 ſhould be ſeiz 
to xeter, Tis ſrange, a T WR, obo 
chou g not be. apprebended a Brethren 
ſeeing they were to adviſe thoſ w ho Jaſper 
their own Miniſters as deviatin 90 cams 
mon Faith in theſe Points. Was it not ak 
able, to ſuppoſe; they would e xpeR, that t 
Framers of eſs Advices- mould not be Vat 8 
to the like Suſpicions ? Had they net been: a1 
ſur d of this, they might as well have took Ad. 
vice from their oνν ſuſpetFed Miniſters, with 
whom they were better acquainted, and for, 
whom they once had a very great perſonal Ee | 
ſteem and AﬀeRion. Beſi Fa, as has been be-. 
fore obſery'd, we were certify'd by Letter, 45 
Aduices coming from thoſe that would not makę 
A Declaration of their own. Fal. would be or 
Iittle regard or uſe among. them. 2 
As to the Objection, That this 'would have. 
made us 4 Party againſt the other Sid?, we ſee. 
10 ground for it, unleſs that Side be ſuppos d. 
to be fvaly againſt the gli Truth contained 
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* See zuki 5th Rule of Advices. 
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this Declaration. If this. wete the real Salt 


_ 6f the Caſe, then the Tendency of theſe Ad- 
vices "muſt be to keep them i Communion with 
one another,  otwith/landing. their differing in 
theſe great, and. fu =. Articles of Faith 
nd the who have them moſt . at Heart, m. 
i Wel ir Souls with hoſe w hs would poiſon 
then with the contrary 96.94 What a kind 
Peace this would be, and how ſuch Advices 
5 Truth, we are n the World ſhould 


EP ſollihare that if they had declat d, 
bt would ome Muy hinder the Kfer of 1 their 
{dvices with impartial Men; but we cannot ſee 
ow a Declaration of their Faith would haye 
uy thoſt Advices 50 leſs in them, or 
DT ſs 10 n 4nd Evidence along with them. 
7 thoſe Who believe t this great Doctrine 
$150 that their Belief, be as impartial as 
Ig Men? Are they the only impartial Per- 
ſan ns who declare againſt it; or chuſe to conceal 
25 Fes Vyiktalag to wake any Declaration 


ar 
As to whit is contain'd in the 14ſt Paragraph 
under this Head, allowing it to have beech of- 
fer d as an Argurhent for ſubſcribing, we can- 
not but think there is à wrong Turn given, to It, 
27 complain of it as an injurious Infinuation, 
for they know we are as much againſt out Peo- 
8 Pandi their Faith upon our Authority, atid 
raming their Judgments in Mattets of Salva- 
tion upon the private Sentiments of their Mini- 
 fters as arly whatſoever, aud are as careful to in- 
culcate this Pfinciple as they. But yer we think 
our People have a Right to know, What our Sen- 
timents in theſe Articles are; and we 
ought to take Care, * we do not by conceal 
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( 33 ) 


tig or obſcuring them, expoſe them to be enſuared 
by the ph 


y aud, faifs Reaſoning of Sedu- 
* 1 


We chat belleve theſe important Doctrihes 
in the Senfe expreſs'd in the Declaration, —9 
not but Be torceyned to have out Heuxets 
Faith. In order to Which Mah 
bur devlarlüg in its Plate Aud Seaſen, co be 
proper 4 Meins is our Prenbbtg. In the bne 
we no möre take them off from the Vd of 
Gov than in the other { but in btb refer them to 
nly Foundatiom of their" 'Faith: 
When in dur Sermon and Drſcbarſer wes nüt 
upon! iſe Doctrines, and Make uſe" f erber 
than Scriptute rd, for explaiting them, we 
do thereby fighify what e believe to be the 
Euſe of Sctipture, and Would have them take 
to be our ren Semimems, and em them by 
the Written Mord, whether they are ſo or non 


What do we more than this in ſubſcribing the 


Declaration They -refuſed ? May we do the 


former without Danger of People's building their 


Faith on or Authbrity, why may we not as ſafely 
do the latter? Eſpecially conſidering that in 
the Firm it ſelf, we reſolve our Faith ani 
into the Scriptures. 

If a tender and ſcrapuloni Regard to the H/ord 
of Gov alone, fliould hinder us from doing it 
in one Caſe, why not in the other? For then 
how ſhould we dare to uſe any other than 
Scripture- Words in preachitig, without any man- 
ner of Explication ; and what would this be 
other than ſetting the Miniſtry wholly afide, and 
tempting People to imagine that ſaying. at Home 
and only. Reading the Bible is, pteferable 0 
their Artendance on publick Preaching ? 
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15 Wa 'ſaw #0 Reaſon to think; Thea De: 
( + elargtion, in other Mord than thoſe of . Scrip- 
ture, would ſerve the Cauſe of peace and 
Nu but rather be the Occaſion of greater 
aan and Diſorders; We have found it 
always ſo in Hifery; And in Reaſon, the 
*, Fords of Mien appear to us more e 
wee Interpretations, than the rds of 
Since all may fairly think them- | 
f ſelves more at Liberty, to put their own Senſe 
en Humane Forms, than upon the Words of 

ther Hey Ghoſt, And in this Caſe, what Aſ- 
« ſurance could we have, that all who ſubſcri- 


bed meant preciſely the ſame Senſe, any more 
than if they had made a eee ex. 
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That to Which the Confufions" — Diſorders 
in the Church were principal) owing, was not 
merely the declaring cheir Faith in other than 
Scripture Words, but their departing. at once 
from irs Words arid Dectrines too, as in the Arian 
Controverſy the oινν. of the one was as 
much an unſcript ural Mord as the 'Oworn®- of 
the dt her : But in the latter the Scripture Do- 
tine as ge 45 OP" in the former it was 


K J 4 1 / 


of n nun ſay What in + Rea may W 
woſt likely to others, but to us it ſeems very poſ- 


fible, that Words of human Compoſure may more 


particularly reſtrain and point out that; which by 
* Juſ Rules of Interpretation muſt be the 
A | Cenſe 


* 


(635) 

Sexſe: of the Holy Gboßſt, Hes: thoſe \ individual 
es fit to uſe Der 
Waun rs Evidence is there that the Wards of 

Men are more ſiable to different Interpretatians 
than the Mrd of Scripture, ſeeing many erro- 
neous: Perſons in all Age have profeſs d they 
cauld conſcientiouſly ſubſcri bet ei Mord, hen 
they could not ſuch human Fm as w are full 
ſatisfy'd contain nothing but the ne he! 
forth — Erriptute· Nord. From hence it 

muſt follow, chat either! theſe erroneons Per- 
ſons did not act | honeſtly, in ſubſcribing the 
Words of Scripture; or that our Declaration does 
not contain the true Scri prure Doctrine: or 
elſe that thii Docirine may be expteſs din ach 
Words, as Man cannot ſo eaſily evade as the 
Words of Scripture. iat ve 25 {92100 180 
* In; this Fourth Reaſon, we are told the Words 
of Men appear more liable to different Interpretati+ 
ons tban the Mord of Stripture But in their 
Fijthy they ate ſaid to veſttain that Latitude of 
Ex preſſion in which our great Legiſſ atur hath. ſeen fit 
to deliver his Mil to us. How are theſe Things 
conſiſtent ? -If, they are more liable to different 
Interpretations, then they do not reſtrain. this 
Latitude ; hut muſt have at leaſt an equal, if bot 
a greater, Latitude than Scripture Expreſſions. 
But if they do veſtrain it, ho are they mere 
liable to different Interpretations ? Wedboldevie 
pay: to 3 Things reconciled . 
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c even what the Legiſlature it Felt | requires of 'us. 
For the Legiſlature has thought fit to require 
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Sec Reaſons _ — in wur than er hure 
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deus whit we praſeſs our ſelves of the ſams 


(36) 

N uniy dur once! ſubſeribing; and this being made 
* a neceſſary Condition of exercifing our Minis 
* ſtry, w&ſhould:be' highly blanicabl e to neglect 
: that Work, by refuſing to comply wich what 
His rcquired of us, when we can do it wich 2 
fafe Conſeience : But we have abways thought 
thut ſuch: Humm Declarations of Fab, were 


peligible on theitrowb econ. 
ſmoe they tend es narrom the Foundations of 
* Chriſtianiry, and to teſtrain that o l aνẽ,“ of 
Expreſſion in ich our great Zegſlator: has 
deen nt to deliver his Will tous, bio ot 
oh ie ane 3807-20 210193132620 1d 
ase var. nisse con - 
Tuo! it be acknowledg' d that we for aur 
Parts ate requiyd bycthe Legiutune to ſubſcribe 
but once, yet by thoſe of the ®ftabl;/Y'd Church 
this Subſcription muſt, upon varia Occaſions, 


be repeated 38 1 freſß Pledge to the Cvernmentz 
oÞtheir continging in the ſame Faith, If we 


dould do it one with à ſafe Conſcience, to ca . 


pacitare us for publick Service, what ſhould bin. 


Faith, from ſubſcribing it again, as oft as any 
ualxable End can be ſery d by itꝰ Nn uν 
Ws are far from thinking that all the Do- 
Stinab Articles of the Church are of equal Impor- 


tauce and Neceſſity with this parricular one; 


tho" we are ſatisfy of their Truth, without 
which we had not ſulſcrild them; yet few 


Truths are of that Importance, or ſo fuly re · 


veal'd in Scripture, as this Grand Article. . This 
lies at the very Foundation of Chriſtianity, and 
runs thorough the whole of jt. How the re- 
uiring. Perſons to make a Declaration of their 
aith in tbeſe Points narryus this Foundation, or 
why a Chriſtian Government in their authori- 
| of * = d ring 


(139+) 


ing Mi in a Chriſtian Chareh may not de- 
— mw noes farigty'd —— * their 


not imagine that it 5 

Latitude, that — * OI tt 
de oþ 0+ 

cannot but be of Opinion i — 

tian d Clauſe is of. dangerags imperr. entnata 

| *. of che Aſſembly of «Diuines ; It being what they 

* themſelves have; in Effect. declared, e el be 

* ln 


8 W341 2A 

— u can by no means und har, Gd 
Latirude of Expreſſion ein which Our e 
hath. ſeen — bis 10. 1 
h Doòrinal or contain Rules of TY 
terminate Senſe ar more Senſes than ave | 7 
knather, a Third in a Senſe contrary te both, 
8 underſtand: the Mind, aud comply w 

ani thought, that the 2 in 
. of this Nature is hut Qua, and tha ä | 
fame Place, 
Senſe intended by the great Legillatot., I 
WI did dos think ft, um pay 4 
f leſs ready ta. make) the proper U 

155 

or its eee eee ths. "Word of 
e Non 963 1121 W N 5 0 Au FEY: 1 * 


Belief of tut, withowt which they arg: nt. Cbri· 
Buedbron me au by theſe Words . 
have. the Scriptures, iu ſuch Places 
this Perſon take tham in Que — 

Win of de grent Legiflarer , We baye al 
Buſimeſs is ſcritſiy to find: it out 5 — 
fering in their Imerpreratans 
may have every: ave of them. 
I 
clude our RefleRions- on this Partic 
Va 2 br D 9p hi ws \ 1 .vD6 7 

1 jt M —— 
Sand unwatrantable Regard to the Catechiſm 
and we fear; many pious Chriſtia 

Compendium when they ſee ſuch — ir 

BSE 


(3870) 
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We einst But declare our Eſteem of: the 
2 Catechiſm; as ono of the moſt ext 
of the Cirtan Religion that 

Ano. in theſe latter A 
ben hk yet as we have ſaid before 


Bed inet Articles of the Eftas 

Aid d — We muſt here ohſerve, that all 
E Min- che Aſſemblies Catechiſm is not 
of equal Impottamgor to hat is contained in the 
Pwhich ve have ſubſcrib d; nor ate we 

ſeſſible we have paid d wmuarrantabde regard 
to It, (or Tuchb⁰ cke Ahembiy ubeſrſoluer in ef. 
fect have detlar d againſt. Is it th be ( 
tlicy won would diw up and publiſk"tthat- which 
. — 7 or inſctibe and preſent 
nls AMdvire 70 both Houſes of — 
3 — thereof out of the Scrip- 


tares, and yen haveſcrupled'n Subſeriprion to it, | 


pe ally from doing dhe le? 


or Uiſcourtge 
| xplication- is whe 


I * than their 


en 
| a Wichiby ſubſoribing? And this 
aff has in2je/Ba@bafruction ch a Fact a- 
mounts to. Donuts: give — tho 
we made it to Rand in + lace of God's holy 
Word? We Am eceive this Arti- 
cle, becauſe ee to be the very Do- 
Ariue revealed in the Stripturh, Of what uſe 
190 Curechiſmui, or — or our Bret hren 
: ithem as gr Helps 10 underſtand 
Mita Geb, if — ,. have compared” 
che with the Werd of Gon and finding a 
fue Ag greemem, 'we may not declare the fame? * 
e tre farFfrom ſerring an} human Com- 
peſures u 


a Level with the holy Scriptures; ſo 
2 * neither 


what ſhould hinder our. 
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| reaſonable Rules of iner 
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_ (ay 
neither dare we lay a. Temptadion. before au th 
Night. or — what we . 
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Rule of deciding Controverfies-amony:Privefiants= 
75 Making the Explications and Mats of. Mex 
determine the Senſe of Sipura inſtead of 
© making the Scriptures to d chow. far 
© the Words of Men are to be regarded. We 
© therefore, could not give but / Hands to do 
©. that, which, in; preſent Circumſtances, would 
< be like to miſſead others to ſt. up Humane 
© Explications. ſor the Deciſive) Rule sof Faith. 
We then did, and do now judge it᷑ our Duty 
c to remonſtrate againſt ſuch a Precedent, as 
opening a Way to (what: we, daa he moſt 
: n W 0n;Goſpel — 20 d mon! * 
7 ie ö 


S 


Tus Subftance of this — have had 
Occaſion ſo often to ſpeak to, 1 erg i ig no 
r ) tO 


need here of inlarging- _ 
Ws never did nor. do in the 4, 
make the Explicatious of Men a, Rule to — 
mine the ogy of Scripture; but only make uſe 
of aur :0wn and other Mens Wards, in,cxpre 
what we believe the Scripture, by, all guſt 30 
$:evident 
determine to be its own Senſe. And. . 
the Explication given in theſe, Artigles agrecable 
to the Holy Scriptures, we \ haye dęclar d thus 
much by ſubſcribing them, leayi Ae to o- 
thers to judge for themſelves,. A hat this ſhould 
be repreſented as an inverting. the great | Rule 


un Conroverſic among party and mil. 
| | . 6 2; /: Jeading 


(40) 


225 are . wp human Evplitavidns' br d 
— ig Hot à more injurious 

— than it is weak and gronndleſs; '>Atu 
if we may not have t by, Lites of declaring 
what we believe to be the thtbrminate Senſe of 
——_— according © to — — ne 

\ Reerpretaxion; this will openin 
Wey uu tb the moſt fatal Breaches on — 
lern, Which they feew ſo mud con- 


ane fly} vas In? 

9 tat | W 0 * 7 
ob 0! eee Devel coo,” 
OT #8 we would not charge our Brethten 


* that requit'd' our Subſeriptio, with a D 
4 Which anyef them do diſclaim, yet to us it 
. "Ty and does | ſtill appear to have the 

=: Natave” of Impoſtun; which has been che 
_ gent Eugine of Diviſion among Chriſtians 
| © from the Begitining, aud has done unſpeska- 
© ble Miſchief to the Chriſtian « Church. 


Yee bid als Sotudatin T 


We uuſt in Juſtice to our ſelves c6nperef 
15 any Thing in this Act of ours that has tlie 
Nature f Inpoſitron. We cannot but judge it 
abſurd *6 charge” that with the Nature f Impoft- 
didn, which was done by us with as much Pee. 
dom as any Declaration they have made them 
ſelves, and without any Mer bod of Computfioti 
upon tere! bar leaving Every Man to bis own 
_ Liberty: 
Ir we may not be allow d the Freddie" of 
declaring our d Faith in ſoch Words as we 
think contaid the Senſe of Scripture, for the 
_anfweritis of valuable and ſometimes neceſſary 
Ends, the Charge of Impeftion, and of Perſe- 
vr von too, itil — fall upon thoſe that 
would abridge #s of this Liberty. Res- 


n 


(41) 


g n ee. oY 1x Tn OR, oth 0 

'S EE Ws thought it would be a Reproachi npon 
> aus, to do any Thing that look d like gi. 
1 _ our Chriſtjan Liberty, when others with ſo 
{ 11 sreat REIN of Argument pms, A e it. 

5 Os Avr 10 N. 

1 Ws rejoiee as much as our Bretbren.can-do to 

: find Chriſtian Liberty aſſerted, and ſet any where 
> upon its true Baſis, And ſeeing it is plain from 

N the foregoing Head, that .owr Declaration had 
8 nothing in it of the Nature f Impaſitian, how 
F can it bring us under the Reproach of doing 
t chat which looks like giving. up our — 
2 Liberty ?. . Notwithſtanding this we may. confe- 

8 ftently with our ows Principles, and wich a- 
x great ſirength of Argument plead. fot it as any ' 
2 others; unleſs it be thought impoſ/zble for any 


but Amitrinitarians to be the great Patrons of 
Chriſtian - Liberty. But if we may judge of 
them by former Precedents, we ſhould be very 
loth to have ours lie at their Mercy. 


inn 


.* We foreſaw the Subſcription inſiſted on 
© would occaſion Reflections, and become a Mark 
* of Oiſtinction ſet on thoſe who ſhould not 
(blake; And we knew that ſeveral, who 
had the ſame Faith and Opinions concerning 
© the TxiniTY, with our ſelves and our 
c \ Brethren, yet could not be ſatisfy'd to come 
* (jor any Huwane Explications. 


— MLS 
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Ir ſeems as if this were the Reaſon of ſome 
particular Perſons only, and not of the whole 
F Body 


—— TR. 
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(42). 


Body of thoſe whom we ſeparated from. For 
could A have been ſatisfied to ſubſcribe, there 


would then have been xo Occaſion for RefieRi- 
ons, or any Mark: of Diſtinction at all. This 
mult: have been :form'd by thoſe, who as to 
themſelves, had no Difficulty of ſubſcribing the 
Declaration, only they were willing to cover 
and 5kreex others that had, whom they ſay they 
_ &xewto be of the ſame Faith with themſeleves 
aud us. But how could they know this if th6fe 

their Brethren had ner declar d themſelves in 
any but Scripture Words, and were not ſatisfy'd 
to come into ary human Explitations?— © 
By what we did, we'only deſign'd to bear 
a free and open Teſtimom of our Faith in theſe 
Fundamental Points. We have Comfort in ha- 
ving done our Duty. And if this, in the Con- 
ſequence of it, ſhall any way tend to detect 
thoſe Who are departed from this Faith, and 
bring them under Diſreputation, it is what we 
cannot help. Our own juſt Reputation and 
Uſefulxeſs, but —. the Intereſt of Truth 
and the Safety of precious Souls, ought to be 
dearer to us than the temporal Intereſt or Re- 
putation of any particular Perſon whatſoever. 
Should the publick Diſefteem fall on their Side, 
it will be accidental; for in Caſe the generality 
of Chriſtians, through our Silence, ſhould be 
tainted with theſe Errors, we, and not th- 
muſt then fall under the 'publick Reproach: That 
the Infection has not yet ſo far prevail'd, as 


to ſecurs thoſe from Reproach, who ſhall deny or 
betray theſe Truths, is Matter of great Thamk- 
fulneſs to G 0D, but no ground of Blame up- 
_—_— any, rnd ae” 
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We could not but think it would highly 


© of this Nature. 


91 O ss RNVYAT IO. 1 
Tn we are againſt al ion and Force, 
yet we know of none that ever declar d againſt 
a free and voluntary Subſcription of what they 
believe to be the real Senſe of Scripture, and to 
be as wel expreſs'd. by Words of other Men as 
their own ; eſpecially whenzthe doing this 
would better anſwer the gond Pur peſes intended, 
than Words of their own framing © 


, XI RZA oM... 
Vs obſerved the Enemies of the Prote- 
faut Diſſenters to be great Encouragers and 
* Approvers of ſuch kind of Proceedings; 
© and we have ſeen how many Ways they are 
© ready to take Advantage of our Brethrens 
* Subſcription ſince. Vin, t 
© To add but one Thing more, We did 
© not think it proper to ſubſcribe, becauſe if 


this Humour was once complied with, we 


- © could not tell where it would Hop. 


- 


OBSERVATION. 


Tuts Reaſon is built upon a falſe Suppoßtion, 


viz. That we are Advocates for forc'd Sul ſcrip- 
n; an unkind Inſinuation that runs through 
mol of their Reaſonings, which we are ſorry 
to obſerve. | * 
Wx make no queſtion mam who have but 
little Reſpect for us as 3 may yet rejoece 
2 ro 


— 


- 
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to ſee us with them in the Common Faith, as to 
. theſe Points. But we are not conſcious we have 
done any Thing that they can encourage or ap- 
prove of, as Euemies of Proteſtant. Diſſeuters. + 


Wir are ſenſible our Common Enemies rejoice 


in our unhappy Diviſions, which our Brethren 
of the other Side, as well as we, (tis hop'd) 
will lay to Heart. And it will become them 
feriouſly to inquire, whether their non- ſubſcribing 


do's not give the Enemies of our, Faith a much 


greater Advantage againſt us, than our ſubſcribing 
can in any equitable Conttruction be ſuppos'd to 
do thoſe of pur Liberty? Net r 30 
As to what is added in the Concluſion, we 
can. make our ſolemn Appeal to their Lord and 
ours, that it was not Humour but a preſſing 
Senſe of Duty that has adted us in al this Af- 
fair. And we heartily wiſh our Brethren, who 
profeſs to be of the ſame Faith with u*, may 
be as little under the Influence of Humour on 
their Side, as we on ours. e 
No wiſe Man will refuſe to do at preſent 

What with a ſafe Conſcience he can, if it may 
anſwer any confideratle Deſign, for fear of fu- 
tune And merely - imaginary Conſequences. What 
ground can there be to apprehend unreaſonable 
Subſcriptions ſhould ever be inſiſted on by thoſe 
who have as little Inclination as they have 
Power to impoſe them ? 


To conclude. The Reader will obſerve we 


have chiefly confined our ſelves to the Reaſonings 
our Brethren have thought fir to publiſb, with» 
out ſaying any Thing that looks ſevere, exc 


_ where we thaught our ſelves baund, from 4 


juf? Diſlike of thoſe Principles they ſeem to 
wmpate ko tis; and in nec ſſary Vindication of 
0 ur ſelves. 5 5 2 g 
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Ws deſire it may be more particularly re · 
marked, That in Our declining the Subſcrip» 
tion propos d to Us, we apprehend, We have 
5 taken a more effefual. Courſe to prevent the 
Growth of Errors concerning the Doctrine of. 
(the Triniiy, (Whether thoſe of Arius, or any 
other, ) than even Our Brethren who ſo car» 
e neſtly inſiſted on it. May not the Method 
they have taken, tempt. Men to queſtion, Whe- 
ther the Scriptures be ſo perfect a Rule of Faith, 

© as Proteſtants have all along repreſented them 
to be? and to conclude there. mult; be . ſome- 

' + thing wanting in, Scripture: Argument and Evi- 
« dence, when We betake Ourſelves to Humane 
*: Declarations, and dare not depend 18 Thoſe 
© which are Unqueſtionably Divine? Will it 
not give great | Advantage to the Adverſaries of 
the Scripture Doctrine, when We are obliged 
* to defend not only the Doctrine itſelf, but the 
© Humane Wards made neceſlary to explain it? 
It cannot be but new Queſtions will be ſtart- 
© ed, and New Points ariſe to be defended ; all 
# which would be Difficultics needleſsly brought 
upon Ourſelves, and create Diſputes among 
* thoſe who embrace the Truth, and might 
b join in ſupporting it. * 

Wr would not treat the Laws of God with 
© leſs Reſpe& than is paid to Thoſe of Our 
Country. When any Form of Wards is preſcri- 
bed by the Legiſlature as a Teſt or Declara- 
tion, no Men, or Number of Men, were ever 
* allowed to put an Explication of Their own 
© or Others, either inſtead of theſe Words, or 
* together with them; nor do any preſume to 
do it. Can the Words of Humane Declarati- 
8 v1 0 
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e ons * truſted to anſwer the Purpoſes of Civil 
E Government 3 and not thoſe of God to anſwer 
. Hy © ialfy” where the Importance | is fo 
_ ©vaſtly- diſproportionate ? n n 
Mx cannot conſent” to what} in eur Rppre- 


© henfion, has ſuch a Tendeney, eſpeeially in the 


£ preſent Circumſtances, to narrow the Chriſtian 
and Proteſtant" Liberty of the People; and to 
divert them from attending to Practical Relis 
gion. In ſome Points and ſome Caſes we 
"way no doubt ſubmit to Tega/ Demands, when 
yet we ought by no Means to countenance it 
here there is no Pretence of Authority: But 
©#f we will bind Ourſelves, to Humane Deciſi- 
ders, in the deepeſt Points of Revelation, as if 
Hpbey were abſolutely neceffary to Communion; 
will not the natura Confequence be, the leſ⸗ 
© ſening of Peoples Regards to the Nbrdi ef God, 
and placing an undue Regard to the br ef 
Men? Nor ſhould Men de led into curiou! 
**Enquiries about thoſe Things, in which even 
5 Superior Capucities loſe themſelves; and by 
% * which the Minds of People will be taken off 
© from the plainer Truths and Duties of Reli- 
gion. And what will Purh itſelf avail, if it 
* be not improved into Holineſs ; or if it be 
made Inſtrumental to deſtroy or abate that 
* Charity, which is the Bond of Peyfectneſs and the 
MOL of the Law. 
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 Tanrs $ 114.28 contains ſome after Thoughts, 
which we ſuppoſe they had overlooked in their 


foregoing Reaſons ; which we think f t to con- 
ſider. 
Ix what they e cha be clearly made 
out, viz. That by declining the Subſcription, Sq 
t 00 
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i wk a more ofefbival Courſe to -prevent the Growth 
er of Error contetning the Dotivine of the Trinity, than 4 
ſo we who made it; we confeſs this would to us 


be very extraordinary 3 but kill they do, we are 
of Opinion it Will be difficult” to perſuade am 
of the 2 Faith with Us, of the Juſtice of | chi 
1 N 
a wiſh we bad been plan told what theſe 
particular Errors concerning the Trinity are, — 
would in this way prevent the Growth of. 
as we on the one hand cannot but reckon thoſe 
in the New Scheme to have entettain'd dangerows 
Errors concerning this 1 mm, ſo they on the 
other ſide muſt judge the Me of us. If our 
Brethren really think Pede Declaration we have 
ſign'd does not contain the #rut Seri pure Dove, 
then we own their Nom ſulſcribing (as far as the 
Influence of their” Example could teach) might 
binder the Growth of this Error. But if it be 
the real Doctrine teveal'd in the Holy Srriptures, 
we muſt be very unhappy indeed, if our declaring 
i to be fo ſhould give [fork Prejudice to any, as 
to run them into the-contrary Error. what 
we have ſubfcribed contain any thing Contrary 
to the Sctipture · Doctrine? ſeeing they 
keep us in the dark, wil} not let know 
how they underſtand the riptures, * —— T 


| 
[ 
: 
| 
; 
tell whoſe Interpretation they will reck | 
2» 
prevent or to promote the Grodth of: E concern- 7 
= ing this Doctrine. | NJ 
hes, i V don't ſet how our declaring can tempt | 


ou, and conſequently what — tend der 90 to 
Cir CD the Scripture's being a perfect R . | 1 


aith, ſince we never in the leaſt pretended to 
advance our Declaration as a Rale f Faith, and 3 
ade much leſs ſuch a One as ſhould ſtand in Comperiti- *Y 
they on with, or be an Addition to the Holy * 
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Can this Conſequence flow from our ſubſcribing 
it only as what we believe to be agreeable to the 
ripture ? If our Brethren think it not agreeable 
they will do well to tell us, and try if they can 
overthrow the Doctrine contained in it. We 
are perſuaded it carries nothing in it but what 
has Scripture Arguments to ſupport it. If this 
which. they call a Humane Declaration, be the 
Doctrine held forth in Scripture, why ſhould 
dA be deemed inconſiſtent with each other? 
Suppole Miuiſters in. preaching. deliver in their 
own Mord, what they take to be the Doctrine 
of Scripture concerning this or any other Ma- 
terial Point, and are afterwards call'd upon to 
defend it, is it. reaſonable they ſhould decline ſo 
doing, and only defend the H/ords of Scripture, 
but not their own | Explication 2 Whereas if 
they do believe it to be agreeable to Scripture, 
and can prove it ſo; by the ſame Means they de- 
fend the Oue, they do the Other. If this been't 
allow'd, how can any be prov'd in an Error but 
Antiſcriptariſts, who deny the Authority, and 
will not ſo much as own the bare H/ords of Scrip- 
ture? | 1. 4 
Ou Brethren make frequent mention of the 
Word TEST, without letting us know what 
they mean by it. We are certain it is zo Scrip- 
ture Word. We never pretended that any parti- 
cular Form of Humane Word, ought to be a 
Test oppofite to, or contradiſtinti from divine 
Revelation; or that none are ſound in the Faith, 
who do not ſubſcribe ſuch or ſuch individual Words. 
We know there are ſeveral ways of expreſſing 
the ſame Doctrinal Truth; and if we are but 
ſatisfy'd that Perſons do really underſtand, and 
not pervert the Senſe of the Hoh Gho#? in Scrip- 
ture, we are willing they ſhould enjoy the Liber- 
ty 
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x 1 . . a | | | 
xy of afing Fer ow tell, und have declared 
the ſame upon this Occaſion, tho at ſome Sea- 
_ ſons we think it would be of much more pullick 

Service; could we agree to ſpeak the ſume things 
in the ſame Words. 


it Ws believe that the great Gov in his Re- 
* velation, and eſperialh in the Laws of it, ſpeaks 
c as imeligibiy as Men do in theire. They are di- 
d rected to reaſonable Creatures, with deſignu they 
T _ ſhould be underſtood ;; and Go has given them 


4 Capacity, ſo to expreſs in Words of their own, 
what they apprehend to be h Mind, as that - 
thers ſhould be ſenſible they do 
Tr Ig notwithſtanding the Plainneſs of 
Humane Laws, it is found neceſſary there ſhould 
be thoſe, "whoſe Profeſſron it is to interpret. and 
explain them, Why ſhould we think the Do- 
ctrine and Laws of Divine Revelation, to be 
ſuch as ſupercede any manner of Explication ? 
 eſpecially/when G o has ſeen fit to appoint a 
certain Order of Men for this wery End and 
Purpoſe 7 As he would be reckoned but a mn 
Lawyer, Who when his Jadgment is ask d con- 
cerning the Senſe and Meaning of a particular 
Law, ſhall in anſwer, only read to you the 
Words of it: So he would be reckon'd' no pro- | 
found” Divine, who when deſir'd to give his ? 
_ Senſe of A particular Scripture, Thould only refer E 
vou to th Text itſelf, without any manner of 9 
Explicat io If by ſubſcribing we preſume to 
no more than declare what we take to be the 5 
Senſe 'of Sctipture, how by this do we derogate 
from the Perfection 01 Perſpicuity of it? For 
tho Go p has ſeen it neceſſary to appoint ſome 
to aſſiſt us in finding out the true Senſe of Scrip- 
ture, this is not becauſe of the Olſcurity of the 
e 8 - Scriptures, \ 
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3 ending to practical Religion; and yet at the ſame 


of thoſe who are to receive e yu 
chem. Vx 


Tis 0007 anated, 45 if thamn ubſeribing. SR) 
have rended, to narrow the Chriſtian aud Proteſtant | 


the People, and to divert them from at- 


Tine tis acknowleged, that in ſome Caſes we 

may undoubtedly ſubmit to legal Demands. Now 
if our ſubſcribing the firſt Article of the Church 
of England has this fate! Tendency, we think 
that 20 legal Demand or Pretence of Humane 
Authority could have juſtified us in doing it. 
If it had 30 futh Tendency, as we think it has 
not, then there is much 17 Appearance of that 
nom, when it is ene one: without any ſuch 
k Demand. . \ 

WIS know: of» noue- moo us that bind them- 


5 faires to mere buman Decifions in the deepeii 


Points of Revelation; unleſs declari «cl 
what we are convinc d is the Senſe of: Scrip- 
ture, be call'd 2 human Deciſion: nor have we 
made it abſolutely neceſſary to Communion, that 
others ſhould declare their Faith in aur Hords ; 
provided we be ſatisfied in any pre way, 
that in theſe grand Points they are of the. ſame 
Mind with us. How can the endeayourin 
to/ underſtand the Scriptures our ſelves, — 
affording others the beſt help we can in their 
Using the ſame, be interpreted, leſſening the 
Peoples Regard to the Word of G 0D, and Ar 
2 au undue Regard to the Words of Men? 

Ws would be informed whether the Doc- 
[nie of the ever Bleſſed . Trinity be not ont 
of thoſe. important Doctrines, which it is 
. W jor NO we” to 
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g 3 and believe. If it be, OP ain * | 
:quiniet about it does our Declaration contain, 
that makes them afraid to ſubſcribe it We 
thought it contained the plain Scripture Not i rine, 
without medling with the niceties and ſubrii- 
of Schoolmen, and others. The repreſents 
ing the firſt Article of the Church of England, 
and the 35 wers in the 5 as curiqus In- 
quiries, and as tending to take off the Minds 
of People from the W E Duties of 
Religion, looks as if our Brethren did diſlike 
the Matter of the Declaration it ſelf, as well 
as object againſt the Prudence and  Seaſonable- 
neſs of ſubſcribing it; and then tis to be 
feared we differ about the Subſtance and Im- 
portance of the Doctrine, and not merely about 
human Declararions | : 
Wx are as fuly perſuaded EE 2 can be, | 
5 Truth without Holineſs and Charity will 
avail nothing; and yet. we are as 1 that 
Truth, and this 22 in particular 
ceſſary Influence upon both the other; for chis 
is a chief Article of the Myſtery of Godlineſs ; 
and that Holineſs and Charity can never be 


truly Evangelical, which do's not flow from 
Faith unfeigned, 
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: T Hus we vs been - wn tive 2 
:rue aud faithful Account of our own ah 
un oh F ſome Obſervations upon * 

1 our Bret hren. We can truly 

. | wane all, is as faithful Mini to — 

oy the Truth we are intruſted ahi of the 

Lord, and 1 tranſmit i it down pure to our Pofte- 

rity, as by the . Providence 0 Go „ we 
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